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How did you come up with the THAT AURA
et e b et on oF comm [
Jound n England? CALMI...]AND A
St v e e o, COOLNESS THAT
Our team of buldrs came v with ONLY EXISTS
e dsgn basedupon he . 1 O

ing experience of buiding other
Barrows. We were able to ontrib-
ute 25 the buld evolved so that we
felt even more a part of its design
and layout.

How has the idea been received by
the publicso far?

The response we have had from
How similar is the ook of the

england Bamow 09 actuai  PeOPle from a5 far away as the

i vl United States has been incredibl.

It not abuays easy o explain what

Jound across Europe? the Barrow i ke, and oven more

dificlt o describe the feelng

The Barrow has themes inking it 9l to descrbe the ecling

to ancent Barrows, for example,
the large stones placed around  before the build was even com-

he entance. Howewr the over.  Pleted (b prople who re lve
whelming simiarity, which has 21 Wl but ore plareing). and
been identified by  number of i ularly liked that they can choose
our it te el vou gt e 1t ey can e
e you etrThat o ofcom. b &l use apubire btween
pletecaim, Wt et when's 9081 %) Y L v

v Soe down vour sine, a0 o hee et can et
B e ander be renewed, or the ashes can be
Eround, itors have aid theY 3 cattred within the grounds in an
suprised how the Barow Smels bl ocaon’ Peope 30
andent ven though 135 00y [t they can ke al their
completed afew weeks ago. plans for the end of their life so
hat they can ot ony haveexacy
irat they choos, bt sk, % can
Silbe arangd prior o thei deat,
emovin that responsity from
ekt =

How and with what was the bar-
row constructed?

The Barrow was constructed, as
in the past, from locally sourced
stone. We' hand-selected each
pieca forthe entrance, s0 much so
that when we didn't ke the ntel  www.mid-englandbarrow.co.uk
stone for the entrance, we al got

in the truck, and went to choose
another The intriorstone needed
to b lighter in color,s0 that came
from nearby. Northamptonshire
Atter i, if Stonehenge can
two types of stone, we can too,
although | must admit ours came
by lomy1 The indidual niches are
nestied nto the stone walls, each
Stone. being. hand-shaped to_ fit
each and every spot.
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INTERVIEW WITH FOUNDERS
RICHARD BEEBY & SARAH SMART

BY JOANNA GILLAN
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that i offring 3 new way for peopl to
honor the dead.

‘The Mid England Barrow is a replica of
Neolthic-eraround barrow, achambered
tomb where, 5,000 years ago, andent
people would by theirdead.

Within the stone chambers o the Mid-
England Barrow there is 2 acred space
where cremation ashes can be stored
and where loved ones can come forsent
reflecton and commemraton.

The two entrepreneurs who cstablished
the Barrow, Richard Beeby and Sarah
Smart, tlk to us about what motivated
them 1o look to the distant past for
soluion toa modern-day problem,

16: Why did you decide to create o
‘business that would provide a place for
~people tostore funerary ashes?

RB & S5: In our area, a5 throughout the
UK, cometery space is very limitad, not
to mention costly, and with the number
of people choosing cremation increasing
every year, the Barrow offered a solution
for what to do with cremation ashes.
Prir o the development o the Barrow,
the options for ashes were fairly imited
tothe traditional buril or scattering in 3
churchyard or the crematorium, or the
slightly ‘way out’ideas such as blasting
them into space or tatacing them under
yoursin.

I adition, we aso fet it was  nice way
tolink our farm with the local community
and provide an alternatve tomeet  cvic
need. We were lucky enough to be one
of the fast beneficiaries of 3 European
Grant.

How did you come up with the idea of

We decided to buid our own Barrow for
severalreasons: we had viited 2 Barow.
buit on a friend'sfarm, and we were 50
inspired by it we felt it was the way we
wanted o diversity our farm.
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A round barrow i a Neolithic buial monument
‘consisting of a hemispherical mound of earth
‘and/or stone aver the op of a centralchamber:
Both ntactinhumations and cemations within
vesselshave been found within round barrows
throughout Europe, leading most archacologists
0 conclude tha they were constructed as bur-
al monuments. The bigger piture i, however,
sightly more complex. Numerous barrows have
been unearthed without any evidence tha they
ever contained human remains. Inother cases,
remains were deposited inthe barrow ong
afor it was originally buit.

Neolithic barrows iy served a number of
broad roligous and social function fo the com-
munites wha b and used ther, probably
erected as part o a ystem of ancestor venera-
ion. Bu they were more thanjus tombs. They
were places where the dead were visited and
‘where people ikely maintaned relaionships
with the deceased. They are liely to have been
centers of itual and ceremonialaciviy, pos-
sibly connected to early Neolthic ideas about
‘casmology and spiritualty.

In the United Kingdom, barrows of a wide range.
oftypes were in widespread usefromthe lte
Neolthic 2900 BC) until the end o the Bronze
Ago (800 BC). The consiuction o round bar_
fows saw a bief resurgence folowing the eary
Anglo-Saxon conquests of England during the
ith and sixth canturies AD,with the ntroduc
on of northern Germanic urial practice.
However, by the seventh century AD, barrows.
had fallen outof use,primariy 2. reuitof the
spread of Chrstanty.

Across Eurape, more than 40,000 barrows are:
Known to survive from the Ealy Neolthic.
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THE BARROW ISN'T A SAD OR
GLOOMY PLACE; IT’S INCREDIBLY
SURREAL{ THAT MOMENT WHEN A
TINGLE GOES DOWN YOUR SPIME
AND ANY SOUND OR MOVEMENT
SEEMS TO DISAPPEAR
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We had looked at several options for
farm_diversifcaton, but _none_quite
offered the ik with the local community
we were hoping or

During the buiding of our Barow, we
visied all of the other modern Barrows
in the UK: Willow Row, Soulton Long
Barrow, and All annings Long Barrow.
The idea of developing a rural funeral
venue alongside the Barrow, came when
we atiended the uneralof afarmer frend
atalocal crematorium. in additon to the
majority of moumers having to stand
outside, the venue just didn't st him.
Ourfriend's funeral should have been out
in the countrysde surrounded by nature
and feds, just where you would have
ahways found him. We pride ourselves at
Mid England Barrow to e determined o
provide funerals and colebrations o lfe
which best fit the ndivical. People can
have whatever they want.

What do you think would be a person's
‘main motivation for wanting their or
thei loved one’s ashes sored there?

MidEngland Barrow can be whatever 2
person wants it tobe, relgious or non 1o

figious, 3 meeting piace for famiy and  Erassy spot, and all enjoy a tingl goes down your pine, NOT SPOOKY

s ol e et oo, i ot et vt
o ot 5t coion 0 oty T g n b eveyones  srn 1 heapnen A YOU OR SCARY, BUT
B e ot et remermbeng_ 8 ener, the aes g ool INVIGORATING

The Barrows are farly unusual in that  loved one, but it may be the  calming, ranquil feoling, and
they are ne of the few places where  Solution for familes who are  you can'thelpbut lower your
ashes can be isited: a5 the ashes  looking for 3 way o enable tone, and begin reflecting
Femain within a iche,in an um. Niches  them to feel coser o the  upon the space you are in

AND REWARDING,
AND YOU LEAVE

o secured i a riche Cover, which | persn hey have lost. S i, o youe vk y
o be made b bt e i from |tk hi s parbcuary s ot spooky o Scr, but REALLY FEELING
a variety of materials: wood, metalwork, significant  when children invigorating and rewarding, i -

or, na:’ are involved, whether a child and you leave really feeling. CONNECTED
This means that fo those who wish o, wasthe deceased, or  chid _ connected wthte fe ot WITH THE LIFE
ot ony can the e b vt the  Wanting o spend me r fel A ecent it 0 the Barow o8t
e cove can v decgned so e the o 10 someone they have 514 he dit parclarly s
o e e o even removed 0o, Bereavement s 3 rou. hink he would v his unt

o i o i secure mche, 20 Bing expaiencefo amjone, i the Borow,but heneaded

e ety butlo a Chid o amy oo 10w wheteshewas Ut

e T e Canbuparicka raaic. b vk 10 Bt

oy v Cranny who rest n one The Barrow 't 3 sad or  ashes had remained for some.

b Barrowe, and they coeruly i her Bloomy place; is incredibly  time with 3 funeral director
o Trom e miche, ot i o chosen  sueal, that moment when  because ‘nowhere felt ight”
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